WEDDING NOTES - We Don't Need a Rehearsal!
Try to imagine a Broadway show being staged without rehearsals!  It doesn't happen!  Money, time effort and talent have been invested in this event and rehearsal helps to make sure that what was meant to happen -does!
Your wedding is your version of a staged production.  You have been the producer and will play a starring role. A rehearsal will make sure that players know their lines and where to go when.  Even if your bridesmaids and groomsmen have been in several weddings, they haven't been in yours!  The rehearsal will make sure that all the players know their places.  Even the simplest ceremonies can benefit from a practice run.  After all the time and effort that has gone into the planning, you don't need someone "winging it" on your big day.
The officiant will take you through the procedures.  He/she has presided over many rehearsals and understands the general mood.  but they too know it is important to make sure that everyone, including readers and vocalists, know their cues.
It is important for any children who are part of the ceremony to be there at rehearsal as well.  They get to practice walking down the aisle and learn where to sit, but they should also know that they are expected to be on their best behavior during the entire ceremony.
Parents of the bride and/or groom may also wish to attend rehearsal to be sure they are comfortable during the event.  However, parents of the groom are excused if they are hosting a social event which usually follows the rehearsal.  Forty-five minutes of guided concentration on the ceremony will help sooth anxiety the next day and also help insure "rave reviews".
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