WEDDING NOTES - The Bridal Registry and Some Changes
Brides and grooms are still using bridal registries, but the items on "the list" seem to be changing.
It's been nearly a century since Marshall Field's popularized the idea of buying preselected wedding gifts.  For decades, American brides dutifully asked for -and bought - household items, china, crystal and other household staples.
But today, 15% of 25-34 year olds live together without marriage, and have less need for new household items when they marry. "Instead, they are registering for honeymoons, home down payments and wedding expenses."  (Washington Post) As one newlywed said, "Our home is pretty put together already.  If we don't get new bedding, it's not the end of the world."  A single registry can bring in thousands of dollars in sales and companies are thinking beyond kitchen gadgets and house wares.
The list of businesses offering registries is expanding.  Home Depot, Domino's Pizza, REI, Wal-Mart, Target, Travel Agencies, on-line sources like Zola, Amazon and more are all in the game.
Items guests will find on registries include gift cards for Airbnb, Uber, SoulCycle, airlines and travel sites.
[bookmark: _Hlk15049163]Couples who travel, request funds for a TSA Precheck.  Couples hoping to buy a house, are looking for $$ for down payments.  Other couples are listing cash to finance their honeymoon.  The list is long, strange to those who believed that's how one furnished one's house.
How do you deal with the new version of "Registry"?  What do you say when your bride wants to know "Is this considered ok?"  Be prepared to answer the questions when they come to you.
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